
Spring 2024 - English Curriculum – Upper Key Stage 2 

Class Text 

 

Synopsis Themes 

 

Literary terms: 

 

Big 5 of comprehension skills  

The Wolf Wilder 

by Katherine 

Randell 

 

Feo and her mother, Marina, live alone in 

the snowbound woods of Russia. They are 

wolf wilders (people who teach tamed 

wolves to live in the wild). When an 

infamous Russian general arrests Marina, 

Feo sets off on a quest to save her. With 

the help of her trusted wolves and a 

runaway Russian soldier, Feo travels across 

the frozen landscape and is swept up in 

the beginnings of a revolution. 

family,  

friendship,  

war,  

bravery,  

resilience  

nature versus 

humanity 

fairy tale  

figurative language  

imagery 

simile 

metaphor 

symbolism  

personification  

 

 

Spring 1  Sequence a 

Passage 

into an 

Ordinal 

Series 

Story mountains 

First, next, then, after that 

Beginning, middle, ending 

Annotate sentences 

Summarise paragraphs 

Reorder a text 

From a series of pictures, what is 

missing? 

Spring 2  Answer 

Direct 

Recall 

Questions 

Who 

What 

Where 

When 

Why 

Skimming and scanning 

Fastest finger  
 

Non-fiction texts linked 

to geography:  

 
 

Writing across the 

curriculum 

Writing genre   Detail 

linked to 

geography 

Frozen Kingdoms 

Non-chronological reports 

 

• write a non-chronological report 

• use a range of layout devices 

Writing non-chronological reports enable children to use a range of layout devices, such as subheadings, bullet points and tables. Children will 

choose one of the areas of study from the geography Engage sessions to research in more detail before planning and writing their non-

chronological reports. 

 

Curriculum link 

Children should use their geographical knowledge to write their non-chronological reports. 

 

Haiku poems 

 

• write a haiku about polar 

animals 

• select appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary to convey 

information concisely 

Writing haiku teaches children to be economical with language and to explore precise, sensory descriptions. Using pictures and videos for 

inspiration, children will collect vocabulary and experiment with writing several haiku. They’ll also use online thesauri to find appropriate 

synonyms. After writing, children will redraft and read aloud their favourite example. 

 

Curriculum link 

Children should use their scientific knowledge of polar animals to provide the vocabulary for their haiku. 

 

Newspaper reports 

 

• write a newspaper report about 

a chosen explorer 

• use formal language and a 

range of cohesive devices 

Writing newspaper reports helps children refine their formal writing and allows them the opportunity to use an increasing range of cohesive 

devices to make links between and across paragraphs. Children will choose an explorer to research in more detail. They’ll then redraft their 

articles or present them aloud in the style and tone of a newsreader. 

 

Curriculum link 

Children should use their historical knowledge of a chosen explorer to write their newspaper reports. 

 

Narrative 

 

• write an adventure narrative 

about a polar expedition 

• use a range of well-chosen, 

descriptive vocabulary 

Narrative writing allows children to evoke settings, characters and atmosphere using vivid descriptions. Children will explore descriptive 

language by describing the polar setting and then plan and write an exciting adventure narrative inspired by their work on polar exploration. 

They’ll redraft their polar adventure narratives for a class anthology of short stories. Children will also choose one of the stories to review. 

 

Curriculum link 

Children should use their geographical and historical knowledge of polar exploration to write their adventure narratives. 

 
 


